
McKinley Restart Plan Frequently Asked Questions  

 Will my student remain enrolled in McKinley? 

o No matter which mode of instruction you choose your child will remain enrolled 

as a McKinley student. 

 Will my student have to reapply to McKinley next year? 

o The only way your child would need to reapply is if they are going to high school. 

 What is the total number of students allowed in the classroom? 

o Each classroom has a maximum number but they are not all the same.  

Classrooms are able to accommodate 8-12 students.  Common spaces vary.  We 

are using social distancing guidelines for every area of the building. 

 Are tours of the school possible prior to the start of school? 

o At this time, we are not offering tours but when I have staff return I will work on 

a virtual tour. 

 Will the teachers be same for virtual learning as in person? 

o The teachers will be same. 

 Have classrooms been measured to make sure that six feet of social distancing is 

maintained in the classrooms? 

o Yes each classroom has been examined for social distancing and maximum 

capacity. 

 Are we able to switch from in person to virtual and vice versa? 

o You are able to switch at the end of the first quarter, October 16th. If extenuating 

circumstances arise we will address on a case by case basis.  

 Will there be a nurse on campus every day? 

o We will have a nurse on duty each day.  Mrs. Johnson is the nurse for McKinley. 

 How can I update my email address if I am not receiving emails? 

o Please send me your correct email address and I will verify and/or update the 

information. 

 What is the current structure for electives? 

o Currently we plan to offer all electives both in person and virtually. The daily 

schedule may be adjusted to accommodate all students.  

 What processes are in place to make sure students are social distancing in common 

areas (i.e. hallways, lunchroom, etc.) 

o Staff members will be assigned post to monitor the common areas.  We will 

review expectations in each class with all students and staff.  

 Will in person and virtual learning have the same curriculum? 

o The same curriculum will be used for in person and virtual to make sure if 

students transition they are on track. 

 What are the details for cleaning practices for desks, lockers, etc.? 

o This is a school task.  The custodial staff will be responsible for the common 

areas and their normal tasks.  Teachers will be responsible for their areas and I 



have asked them to clean their door handles and desks.  Students will be asked 

to only wiped down the desk they have used to deter contamination.  

 What preparation has staff had to improve the virtual learning experience? 

o Staff have been offered professional learning opportunities around compatible 

applications and content virtual learning.  They will receive required training 

when they return on August 17th. 

 What is the protocol for loading and unloading buses? 

o Students will have specific loading and unloading positions.  Unloading each 

grade level will have an assigned door number to enter (due to the area they will 

get breakfast and seating until teachers are on duty) and loading we will do by 

classroom once we have the final numbers to make sure we enforce social 

distancing.  They will have assigned seating on the bus determined by the bus 

drivers.  

 Will lunch periods be staggered? Is there alternate spacing for lunches? 

o Lunch periods will be staggered.  Currently we do not have alternate spacing for 

lunch so the schedule will have thorough and we may need to alter our daily 

schedule to ensure the safety of students.  

 Is band an option for virtual learning? 

o Yes.  It is our goal to offer the same classes both in person and virtually to keep 

students on track if they should transition.  

 Will virtual students receive any lessons via videos or prerecorded videos? 

o It is our goal to provide a blended learning option to accommodate the needs of 

all students.  

 If students return to in person learning what will that look like? 

o The number of students choosing in person learning will greatly impact what this 

looks like.  The daily schedule may need to be altered to accommodate social 

distancing practices.  Student movement has to be coordinated by the number of 

students in the building.  We are also examining possible ways to provide 

students with a fresh air break.  This will be easier with a smaller number of 

students but may be necessary.  Restroom schedules will also be provided. 

 Is there a chance for a hybrid model of learning possibly 2 days per week in person and 

the other days online? 

o At this time that is not an option.  All decisions of that nature are determined at 

the district level.  

 What is McKinley doing to make sure students are wearing their masks? 

o Parents play an important role in this as well. We need you to reinforce the 

expectations of in person learning.  If a student continues to not follow the 

expectations of in person learning, they will be assigned to virtual. 

 Are all teaching positions currently filled? 

o We have a choir teacher position currently open. 



 Will virtual learning have some instruction in real time other than just recorded? 

o Yes, we are currently looking at a blending learning option.  

 Will one teacher teach all subjects are will they have several teachers teach each 

subject? 

o Middle school and high school are content specific.  There may be a situation for 

in which a teacher may assist if the room meets capacity. 

 What process is in place at McKinley to limit close contact in restrooms? 

o Restrooms have a maximum capacity number as well and we looking to place 

signage that supports social distancing. 

 Are the school nurse and school physician collaborating with the department of health 

to notify staff and parents of COVID diagnosis? 

o Schools do not have physicians but the nurse will be in close contact with the 

department of health as they have to report information to the district and 

continue the constant communication.  The department of health will notify 

those impacted by a COVID diagnosis due to laws.  

 If we choose virtual will the schedules still be the same? 

o Yes, the schedules will be the same to make sure students are able to transition 

if necessary.  

 If a student contracts COVID are they still required to adhere to the in person 

commitment? 

o This is an extreme case and they would not be allowed in the building.  

 Will there be better virtual instruction?  Will teachers be held accountable for 

instruction? 

o Teachers are receiving professional development on effective virtual instruction. 

 Who will be responsible for cleaning the buildings and classrooms? 

o The custodial staff will be responsible for cleaning.  Teachers will clean their 

common areas in the classroom. 

 If a student is exposed to COVID are they able to attend in person if they test negative? 

o They will follow the department of health guidelines.  

 Is virtual learning more difficult? 

o Every student has their own learning style.  Virtual may be difficult for some 

while others excel better in this environment. 

 What is the rate of infection for school/class closures? 

o St. Louis City Department of Health determines this. 

 Is there information about Edmentum? 

o Please see the McKinley website and/or the SLPS.org website to get detailed 

information. 

 Will students remain in the same groups throughout the day?  How will McKinley 

students be grouped? 



o We are looking at scheduling cohorts however due to certain classes this may be 

challenging.  The number of students choosing in person learning will determine 

the best method. 

 Will all electives be offered? 

o It is our goal to offer all electives however we may need to adjust the daily 

schedule.  

 When can families expect the restart plan from McKinley? 

o The restart plan can be expected when the final numbers are received and the 

plan has been approved. The plan will detail specific guidelines for building 

entrance, lunch times and dismissal procedures.  

 Is it true that students will have to be logged on for 6 hours and repeat their last grade 

level? 

o This is not true.   

 If a medical situation changes in a students’ household will they be allowed to change 

from in person to virtual? 

o We will examine these concerns on a case by case basis but if there is a medical 

condition we would just need documentation. 

 How will virtual learning be taught? 

o We are working on a blended learning model as a district and professional 

development is around this framework. 

 What responses are virtual versus in person? 

o Parents are waiting to respond we have ¼ of the population that has currently 

responded but the majority is choosing virtual.  The numbers are updated daily 

by technology. 

 Does virtual mean at home? 

o If you choose the virtual learning option yes that means at home.  

 For textbooks, will textbooks be online or handed out? 

o There may be a mixture of both depending on the class.  

 What virtual learning format will be used? 

o At this time, we are using a blended learning model. 

 What safety nets are in place for students doing virtual learning but require special 

education services? 

o Special education is developing a plan to assist students/parents. 

 Will McKinley students only be taught by McKinley teachers? 

o Yes. 

 What has the district done to keep the buildings stock with cleaning supplies? 

o The district has been stocking cleaning supplies to meet the needs of the in 

person learners.  The PTO has also offered to assist when needed.  

 Will the teachers move or the students move?  

o This will be determined by the in person numbers. 



 Will the desk be wiped down after each class? 

o The students will wipe down their own desks. 

 Is August 17th enough time for teachers to prepare for students’ return on August 24th? 

o This is agreed return date determined by the union and the district.  Teachers 

always have returned a week prior to the start of school. 

 Will there be an opportunity for the virtual learners to meet as a class? 

o Teachers are working on plans to possibly accommodate this.  

 Will class lessons be recorded or will teachers be required to provide both in person or 

virtual instruction? 

o Teachers will teach both in person and virtual.  We are working on a virtual 

model. 

 How can we confirm that the commitment form was received? 

o Please email me at Nakia.King@slps.org to inquire. 

 What is considered maximum capacity? 

o Each classroom is different.  The capacity range is 8-15 students. 

 What is in place to support teacher’s self-care? 

o The district offers EAP and it is encouraged by administration.  

 There is an increase in bullying of students of Asian descent, what plan is in place to 

address this matter? 

o All bullying matters are addressed and handled according to the Missouri laws. 

 What school supplies are needed for students? 

o We are currently working on a list.  The most important items at this time may 

be wipes and santizer. 

 Is there a time if students need more help with virtual that teachers will be available? 

o Teachers will designate their hours to assist students virtually. 

 Will students and teachers be allowed to have two way cameras? 

o I am awaiting the directive from the district. 

 Will gym still be provided at the school if so what are the guidelines? 

o Yes.  We will follow the suggested recommendations and have class outdoors 

whenever possible. 

 What does physical education look like for virtual learners? 

o Students will be responsible for a physical log and the teachers will provide 

suggestions.  They are still planning.  

 For in person learning, will school start times remain the same? 

o This may be altered due to the wellness check process, dismissal and lunch 

schedules. 

 Will students have an opportunity to go outside and take a mask break? 

o We looking to include a break in the schedule. 

 Is education being provided to faculty and staff regarding infectious disease control, this 

is more than just hygiene? 
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o Yes. 

 Is it possible that the district could move to a staggered schedule? 

o I am not certain as that is handled at the district level.  

 Will there be temperature checks throughout the day? 

o Temperature checks will take place at the beginning of each day unless a student 

asks to see the nurse for that reason.  We do not have the human capital to carry 

this out.  

 Can parents choose to offer virtual clubs outside of the school? 

o Yes, parents are able to offer clubs outside of the school.  The PTO is actually 

looking to provide something like this.  

 Have you added up the maximum capacity of the building? 

o At the time I had not.  I only calculated the capacity per room.  The capacity for 

the building using only the classrooms is 258.  This does not include the common 

areas or hallways. 

 Is there an alternate plan if the maximum number wanting to return is reached? 

o The plan would include my network superintendent, building and grounds and 

the superintendent. 

 Since masks can’t be worn while eating, what will lunches look like? 

o We are still discussing plans. 

 Parents have been told that band would only be offered if they choose in person, will 

they be able to take band? 

o The class will be offered virtually as well.  

 Would you be able to update the McKinley family of the percentages of the 

commitment form? 

o As of 7/28/2020 MS 158 – 65% virtual, 30% in person, 5% Edmentum 

o HS 115 – 57% virtual, 30% in person, 13% Edmentum 

 Will Edmentum students be required to be on the computer for 6 hours per day? 

o Edmentum is student driven and will depend on the student.  

 Will there be another informational in this format after numbers are received? 

o Yes.  Once details are finalized and shared we will have an informational.   

 How is building capacity coordinated through middle school and high school 

attendance? 

o We have taken into account the middle and high school collectively because we 

operate as one building.   

 Will McKinley be ready to begin virtual on day 1?  Will all the tools needed be passed 

out in time? 

o Yes.  We are awaiting the supplies from the district.  

 How will Edmentum ensure that students will be able to work above grade level? 

o Please see the Edmentum tutorial to address those concerns.  

 Will math testing continue?   



o I will work with the Math Department chair to develop a plan.  Teachers return 

on 8/17/2020. 

 If we complete the commitment form will there an opportunity to change before school 

starts? 

o I do not believe there will be an opportunity to change as planning has to take 

place around the numbers. 

 Will there be any difference in the 8th grade high school applications? 

o As far as I know the 8th grade high school application process will remain the 

same.  First lottery begins October 1st.  

 Will 8th grade students assigned to Algebra be assigned to a middle school teacher? 

o Currently Mrs. Scott teaches Algebra to the 8th grade middle school students.  

She is certified to teach both middle and high school.  

 How will open houses look like at this time? 

o Open houses are still being discussed and are up in the air.  They will more than 

likely be virtual.  

 Is anything being done regarding ventilation in classrooms? 

o This has been addressed in meetings and building operations is handling this.  

 How will parent teacher conferences be handled? 

o We are uncertain at this time. 

 Will high school students meet their graduation requirements? 

o The curriculum and courses necessary for students to complete graduation 

requirements will not change.  

 Are students allowed to play sports? 

o Middle school fall sports are not offered at this time and high students are 

allowed to participate in sports if they choose the in person learning option.  

 


